New Jersey Works! 
NJDOT has 230 construction 


projects under contract worth 


$1.8 billion. 


Governor Jim Florio and Senator Frank 
R. Lautenberg will be featured speakers at 
the state’s first Contractors Conference 
October 28 and 29 at the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel in Princeton. The conference is co- 
sponsored by the New Jersey Department 
of Transportation (NJDOT) and the 
Federal Highway Administration. 

The conference will focus on ways to 
increase the participation of disadvan- 
taged business enterprises (DBEs) in the 
work of the Department. 

The conference is the results of months 
of planning by Irving L. Briddell Jr, 
Director of the Office of Civil Rights/ 
Contract Compliance assisted by Theresa 
M. Cortina, Supervisor of Contract 
Compliance. 

Governor Florio will speak at the 
luncheon October 28. Senator 
Lautenberg will be the keynote speaker at 
the Awards Banquet October 29 where 
companies which have contributed to the 
success of NJDOT’s DBE program will 
be honored. 

Workshops on both days will cover: 

* prequalification, assessment criteria 
and selection methods for both consult- 
ants and contractors; 

¢ performance ratings for prime and 
subcontractors; 

* providing equipment, material and 
supplies to NJDOT and NJ TRANSIT; 

* obtaining bonding; 

* contract preparation; 

* new policy directions and upcoming 
programs at agencies and private contrac- 
tors. 
All registrants will receive a list of 
Fiscal Year 1992 construction projects 
anticipated by various agencies, including 
the NJ Turnpike Authority, the Port 
Authority of New York and New Jersey 
and the NJ Highway Authority. 


oomerville Circle groundbreaking 
Lucinda Florio, Governor Jim Florio, 
Commissioner Tom Downs and local 
officials break ground for 

Somerville circle improvements. 

(See story on page 2) 


Crew Chief F 


The Division of Regional Design’s new 
automated field survey units are geared to 
keep up with the times. 

“The units were purchased for three 
reasons,” said Assistant Commissioner 
Ken Afferton. “They help keep pace with 
the Department’s fast track capital contract 
program by reducing the amount of time 
and cost to complete a survey. They also 


rank Zrinsky checks out new equipment. 


For the employees and retirees of 
the New Jersey Department of Transportation 


record precise measurements and improve 
crew Safety.” 

The new units, which measure and 
record angles and distances electronically 
and store the information, are the first step 
in the Department’s totally automated 
system that links field surveys to the 
computer-aided drafting design (CADD) 
system. (Continued on back page) 


Governor Jim Florio and Commissioner 
Tom Downs officially began the $14 
million Somerville Circle improvement 
project during an October 10 ground- 
breaking ceremony. 

“New Jersey was the first state to 
introduce the traffic circle in this country 
and at the time it made sense. But times 
change, and we have to change with 
them,” Florio said. “We can be a better 
state, but only if we do things right. That 
means doing more than building good 
roads. It means building safe roads and 
roads that make sense in the 1990s,” he 
added. 

Downs said that while there were 
originally 67 circles on the state highway 
system, only 38 remain today. 

He noted that the Somerville Circle is 
one of six circles that are now under 


Drivers now have help negotiating 
some of New Jersey’s most challenging 
traffic circles. New signs have been 
posted at several locations throughout the 
State as the result of a report, “Improved 
Signing for Traffic Circles,” written by 
NJDOT Principal Engineer Mark J. 
Smith. 

The report recommends the use of 
diagrammatic guidance signs on regular 
circle approaches and cut-through circle 
intersections. It notes that diagrammatic 
signing would be particularly effective at 
circles with a high percentage of unfamil- 
iar drivers to the area. 

“Results of a study indicate that use of 
diagrammatic signs can serve as an 


circles throughout the state. 


New diagrammatic signs, like this one for the Brielle circle, are helping motorists negotiate 


construction as part of one of the largest 
capital programs in the history of the 
state. The NJDOT has almost $1.8 billion 
worth of construction projects under 
contract throughout the state. 

Downs also thanked members of the 
Somerville Circle Task Force who among 
many duties provided comments on the 
project design and assisted NJDOT with 
traffic mitigation efforts and coordination 
of police, fire and other emergency 
services. 

NJDOTers who contributed to the 
project were recognized on the event’s 
program. “Over the years, many NJDOT- 
ers worked on the Somerville project. 
Without everyone’s contributions, the 
groundbreaking and overall project 
would not have been possible,” 

Downs said. 


inexpensive interim step which would 
reduce driver confusion at traffic circles, 
while awaiting the more expensive 
solutions of circle signalization or 
elimination,” states Smith. 

In the study that led to Smith’s report, 
diagrammatic guidance signing was 
shown to be more effective than conven- 
tional signing in reducing driver confu- 
sion and erratic maneuvers at regular 
traffic circles. 

“Seventy percent of all morning and 
afternoon periods showed an increase in 
preferred maneuvers after diagrammatic 
signs were installed,” says Smith. They 
also were more effective than conven- 
tional signing in reducing driver confu- 


<> 7. cence: 


NJDOTers who contributed to the 
project were: James J. Dixon, Bill 
Fisher, Luis Hernandez, James 
Jackson, Donald Klimaszewski, Lynne 
McKissock, Jack Naiman, Marge 
Ribeca, Richard F. Wert and Richard 
West, Finance and Administration; Tom 
Norris and Tim Terrette, Construction 
& Maintenance; Kurt Aufschneider, 
Meg Frampton, Dennis Keck and Jim 
Whittaker, Policy and Planning; Rich- 
ard Attenello, James Brown, Harry A. 
Capers, Daniel Colucci, Raj S. Dhillon , 
Anna Gorbaty, Eric Hewitson, Jeffrey 
Hewitson, Joseph Hoyer, Timothy 
McGough, Edward Myskosky, Henry 
Z. Renelli, Mario Ritualo, Walter 
Schulze, Akhter A. Shaikh and 
Wayne Thomas, Design and Right 
of Way. 


sion for left and right turns at cut-through 
circles. 

Traffic studies were conducted at three 
regular circles and two cut-throughs. The 
regular circles were at Routes 70 and 37 
in Lakehurst, Routes 34, 35 and 70 in 
Brielle, and Routes 9 and 33 in Freehold. 
The cut-throughs were Routes 70 and 73 
in Marlton and Route 10 and the Eisen- 
hower Parkway in Livingston. 

The first traffic circle in New Jersey, 
the Route 130 Airport Circle in Pennsau- 
ken Township, was built in 1925. There 
originally were 67 traffic circles on the 
New Jersey state highway system but 
many have been eliminated or modified 
over the past dozen years. 

(continued on page three) 
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steve Decker spins the Wheel of Fortune 


Steve Decker, a Principal Engineer in 
Data Development had an experience that 
others only dream of—an appearance on 
national television. 

Decker was a contestant on "The Wheel 
of Fortune", one of televisions premier 
game shows. The show aired on June 24. 

“My wife, Susan saw an article about a 
contestant search and she and my mother- 
in-law sent in a bunch of postcards,” he 
said. “A few months later I got a call to 
come to NY for an audition.” 

He admits that he had not been a 
particular fan of the show but had 
experience doing the New York Times 
crossword puzzle. 

Decker described the selection process 
as a long day which began with a written 
exam, followed by interviews and a 
simulated game. During the process, a 
crowd of 500 contestants was paired 
down to 20 finalists. 

“About 6 months later I got a call 
telling me I had been picked for the 
daytime version of the show and to be in 
Hollywood for a taping on May 31,” 
Decker said. “We had to pay all our 
expenses but they arranged for special 
hotel rates.” 

Decker explained that a weeks worth of 


First teleconference 


John Jennings, Supervising 
Planner, Bureau of Access & Develop- 
ment Impact Analysis, and Arthur 
Eisdorfer, Bureau Manager, partici- 
pated in the first multi-state access 
management teleconference. Six 
states — New Jersey, Florida, Colo- 
rado, Michigan, Indiana and Utah — 


discussed access management experi- 
ences and the role of effective legisla- 
tion and regulations. 


New arrivals 


Brian Clark, Maintenance Worker 
I, Crew 225, Summit, and his wife, 
Lorraine, are the proud parents of a 
son, Cory Michael, born September 4. 

Roy Neuman Jr., Senior Engineer, 
Bureau of Maintenance, Roadway 
Engineering, and his wife, Tina, wel- 
comed their first child, Ryan Michael, 
August 17. 


shows are taped in a single day. 

“They have very strict rules at the 
studio, we couldn’t talk to anyone or 
acknowledge 
friends or 
family in the 
audience. We 
even went to 
the bathroom 
as a group.” 

“The wheel 
is heavier to 
spin than it 
looks,” r 

Decker said. “I } 
only won one Z 
puzzle but the 
$1,250 paid for ese 
our vacation out there.” 

“As soon as the camera goes on...your 
mind freezes, you have to concentrate on 
the puzzle. They have a used letter board 
off camera but people still make mis- 
takes,” he said. 

“Bob Goen is the show’s daytime host 
but Vanna White still turns the letters.” 

Decker said that White kept to the 
other side of the set and the contestants 
never got to meet her. 

When asked if he would like to do it 


Nalin Patel, Senior Engineer, Design 
Squad 8, Region III, Trenton, and his 
wife, Hema, are the proud parents of their 
second child, Chintan, born August 1. 

Lorraine Rezner, Auditor II, Account- 
ing & Auditing, and her husband, Eugene, 
are the proud parents of a baby girl, Laura 
Jean, born July 30. 


Engagement 

Dominic Petito, Carpenter, Facilities 
Management, and Kathy O’Donnell, 
Principal Clerk Typist, Communication’s 
Office, were engaged on September 5. A 
September ’93 wedding is planned. 


Weddings 

Thomas Meirose, Bridge Operator, 
Route 35 Raritan River bridge, Perth 
Amboy, married Karen Lotkowicz on 
August 18. 

Willie Colquitt, Senior Engineer, 
Planning, and Tammy Denise Evans were 
married on September 5. 


Obituaries 

George J. Pisano, 64, Senior Engineer, 
Transportation, died September 25. 
Pisano began his career with the 


again, Decker said that a federal law 
limits the number of game shows appear- 
ances one can make to three in a 10-year 
period. 

In the future he plans to limit his 
performing to appearing on local stages. 
He will soon appear as Sheridan White- 
side in The Man Who Came to Dinner 
with the MCP Players in Morrisville. 

Decker and his wife, Susan have three 
children Jordan, 5; Hannah, 4 and Haley, 
1. They live in Morrisville, PA. 


S i g NS (continued from page two) 


Projects to eliminate the Route 70 
Racetrack Circle in Cherry Hill, construct 
a cut-through at the Routes 70/41 Ellis- 
burg Circle in Cherry Hill and replace the 
Somerville Circle in Bridgewater with an 
overpass carrying Route 206 over Route 
202 are under construction. 


Department in 1978 as an Assistant 
Engineer Transportation. He 
worked for Local Aid, District III, 
Freehold. He is survived by his wife 
Julia. 

Ray Ulrich Sr., 66, died September 
19. Ulrich, Crew Supervisor Mechanics, 
Fernwood Complex, Trenton, retired in 
March with over 40 years of service. 

He began his career with the Department 
in 1951 as a Truck Driver. Ulrich also 
held patents on three different tool 
inventions. He is survived by his wife 
Dorothea; three daughters, Dorothea, 
Karla and Frieda; three sons, Ray Jr., 
Kurt and Paul; two sisters and six 
grandchildren. 

Sidney Sofin, 71, died September 17. 
Sofin started with the Department in 
1965 and retired in 1978 as a Bridge 
Operator II. He is survived by a son, 
daughter-in-law and three grandchildren. 

Telly J. Lawhorne, 59, died August 
28. Lawhome began his career with the 
Department in 1963 as a Highway 
Inspector. He retired in 1985 asa 
Principal Highway Inspector. He is 
survived by his wife, Marion and three 
daughters. 


If you can identify this bridge, send your answ 


er in writing along with your name, title and 


unit to Transporter, Headquarters, Trenton. Please submit your answer by November 6. 


Can you identify this ‘Moment in History‘? 


Only three NJDOTers correctly 
identified the photograph of Route 23 
near Butler Hill in Morris County in the 
August 29 edition of Transporter. The 
photograph was provided by Gene 
Strycharz, Truck Driver, Stock Room, 
Trenton. 

The correct replies came from Bruce 


T. Abbott, Senior Engineer, Construction; 
Charles Guenzel, Project Engineer, Region 
I Design; and Raymond Kropinack, Senior 
Right of Way Appraiser. 

If you have an original old photograph 
which might be suitable for use in this 
column, please call the Transporter at 
609-530-2122. Photos will be returned. 


New automated survey equipment (from page 1) 


“With the new equipment, an infrared 


light source is sent out from the instrument 


and reflected from a target back to the 
instrument where measurements are 
calculated and recorded,” said Frank 
Zrinsky, Survey Crew Chief, Region IV. 
“By contrast, we used to stretch tape 


measurers across the road, write down the 


measurements and back up traffic. The 
crew was exposed to traffic,” he said. 
Once a survey is complete, the data 


collector is removed from the survey 
instrument, attached to a computer for 
translation and then transferred 
electronciaily to the Deparment’s CADD 
from which a map can then be produced. 
The information can be available for use 
within hours. 


Over the next few years, the Division of 


Regional Design hopes to provide the 
remaining 20 survey crews with this new 
equipment. 


What's your EQ? 
Must | work on an 


election campaign? 

This is the eighth in a series of articles 
by the Department's Ethics Liaison 
Officer Jeff Stoolman to help you avoid 
embarrassing or job-threatening prob- 
lems. 

Joan Smith, a supervisor at NJDOT, 
is running for town council as a 
Democrat in her local community. Last 
week Joan asked her secretary, Judy 
Jones, if she would mind helping out 
with her campaign — for example 
stuffing envelopes in her spare time and 
putting a “Smith for Council” bumper 
sticker on her car. 

Joan’s request to Judy is: 

a. improper. 

b. proper if Judy voluntarily agrees 
to stuff envelopes and place the bumper 
sticker on her car. 

c. improper if the request was made 
during working hours. 

The Decision: A 

According to the New Jersey Con- 
flict of Interest statute, it is improper for 
a state employee to use his or her 
official position to secure unwarranted 
privileges or advantages for himself or 
others. Accordingly, based upon Ms. 
Smith’s supervisory authority over Ms. 
Jones, it could appear that Ms. Smith is 
improperly and implicitly pressuring 
subordinate Jones to work in her 
campaign. (Note: if supervisor Smith 
works on an NJDOT project or activity 
financed in whole or in part by the 
federal government, she would violate 
the Hatch Act for both running for 
office and soliciting or pressuring a 
subordinate to work in her campaign.) 
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